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HOW FAR WOULD YOU GO FOR GOD? 
 
Shot with a micro budget and a cast of local Wisconsin and Chicago actors, SPEAKING IN 
TONGUES is a film about doubt, faith and finding meaning, based on the director's own 
experiences. Beyond this though, the movie is also a nuanced portrait of evangelical 
Christianity today. 

 
LOGLINE  
 

 
A ‘coming-of-atheism’ story about love, doubt and commercialised religion, a young 
Christian’s faith is put to the test during his summer-long ‘evangelism internship’ in Chicago.  

 
SYNOPSIS 
 
 

Jake (Scott Hennelly) is a bright but isolated college student in Eau Claire, Wisconsin. 
Having turned to Christianity after the death of his mother, Jake becomes part of a 
nationwide mega church called Bright Horizons. 
 
Lonely at college and still suffering from severe panic attacks, Jake cautiously accepts the 
offer of his young pastor to escape his surroundings and join an ‘evangelism internship’ in 
Chicago – a summer dedicated to building the congregation for a new Bright Horizons 
branch.  
 
In Chicago, Jake is plunged into a new world. Alongside five other interns, he begins a 
rigorous routine of training, worship and accountability. Every night ends with the ‘porn 
pledge’. Every morning begins with prayers of appreciation … or repentance. While the 
others are lifelong Christians who know their bibles inside out and pray in ‘tongues’, Jake 
feels entirely out of his depth. But, armed with a clipboard he joins his ‘brothers’ to hit the 
streets and spread the word and evangelize the ‘lost’.  
 
As the summer goes on, Jake is drawn deeper into the world of the church. Slowly though, 
he starts to see contradictions and hypocrisies within the earnestness of his Christian 
brothers, causing him to face the potentially life-changing question of: what do I really 
believe? (Or rather, what do I really want to believe?) 
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 
 
SPEAKING IN TONGUES is about my college years, when I became a “born again” 
Christian – at least, for a couple of years.   
 
I wanted to explore the intensity of that belief, and the organizations that prey on young 
people trying to make sense of their lives and place in the world. While many of the 
experiences my church provided didn't make sense, they were still incredibly powerful. For 
example, the action of "speaking in tongues" – was it a profound mystery, or a bunch of 
gibberish? 
 
It was important to me that my film be neutral about this, so that rather than being ‘Christian’ 
or ‘atheist’, it could let the audience decide how to feel. The movie needed to be nuanced 
and accurate; a realistic portrait of my memories and experiences in that subculture. 
 
When the worship scenes came together, we realized we were capturing something 
authentic and real.  Although none of us really believed in the God they were worshiping, we 
understood how powerful the ritual was, and how good it felt to be that passionate about 
something.  
 
So it all came full circle, in a way, as my passion for Jesus eventually turned into my passion 
for film. A mission. A hunger. Something that led me to prowling the streets, deranged by a 
single idea.  As a Christian, I was left hanging. As a filmmaker, I was lucky enough to explore 
my creativity and make a feature length film on a shoestring budget. 
 
It’s my hope that anyone who watches this film - believer or not - will be able to empathize 
with Jake’s journey, while also asking the same questions Jake does about the current 
cultural trends in the evangelical church towards homophobia, sexism, etc., ultimately 
deciding how they feel, and what they’re going to do about those feelings.   
 
 
-- Nathan Deming, co-writer & director 
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PRODUCTION NOTES 
 
Hey, wanna be an actor??? 
 
Jake was one of the hardest parts to write, since the character needed to be a bit of a cypher 
through which the audience could also explore Christianity. This called for a very specific 
type of person – someone who was even-keeled, yet not boring! As Nathan recalls: “When 
looking for my Jake, life began more and more to resemble the film itself, with the act of 
casting it paralleling the story of the church: just as Jake moves to Chicago to help start a 
DIY church, I moved to Chicago to start a DIY film. (Each one based on nothing more than a 
crazy dream!)  As the Christians hit the streets to try to convert people, I spent every hour 
outside of my office job downtown trying to find actors - anybody I could convert into an 
actor!”  
 
In parallel, along came Scott Hennelly, a friend of Nathan’s brother - a recent UW-Madison 
grad who just wanted to work on the film to get set experience. But, as Nathan explains: “he 
had a certain melancholy about him. A natural presence that felt earnest, shy, and 
thoughtful. When I still couldn’t cast the part, I met with him again about his request to be in 
the crew, and somehow managed to ‘convert’ him into an actor.” Nathan was sure he had 
found a great lead - especially as a non-actor - to pull the audience in and still hold their 
attention. 
 
 

Harry, tell him he can’t make this movie! 
 
Of course, it’s nothing new for a self-financed, micro-budget indie to be made on a dime. 
However, SPEAKING IN TONGUES’ production process was definitely different! 
 
As Cherniak explains, “my friend from the Edinburgh Film Festival talent lab (co-writer Lawrie 
Doran) called me one day, begging me to convince his friend and co-writer whom I’d never 
met (Deming) that he would be insane to try and make a movie with so many locations and 
actors on such a shoe-string budget.” Thankfully, Cherniak immediately told Doran off, 
explaining “there’s no way in hell I’m going to tell a passionate writer/director whom I don’t 
know and is telling a story based on his own life that he can’t make his movie! Maybe you 
can, but no way I’m doing it!”. 
 
Though Doran still had (and expressed to Nathan!) his concerns, the film proceeded, with the 
team shooting all over Chicago, running and gunning on an incredibly small budget. Filming 
went on for upwards of 40 days, with the team even managing to secure access to an 
elevated train. In the end, any producer would be shocked to learn how little money was 
spent to create so much value on the screen! 
 

This sure ain’t The Glee Project! 
 
Music is a big part of SPEAKING IN TONGUES. This of course wouldn’t be surprising to 
anyone who’s a regular churchgoer, as music is used in most religions’ rituals for any 
number of reasons, and so of course it needed to play a central role in the film.  
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For a number of reasons, the team decided early on that it wanted original, yet authentic-
feeling worship music. As Nathan explains, “I knew from the beginning that the worship 
scenes would only come together if the music made the audience feel like they were being 
brought into the worship space. Countless hours and a great many details went into getting it  
right – listening to hours and hours of Christian music, dozens of hours of rehearsals, talking 
about the mindset of working yourself up to the music, etc. Even little details like the waiving 
of hands while in prayer.” 
 
While the music was certainly coming along well based on the work of the production team, 
lighting struck with the casting of Charlie Lubeck as one of the ‘brothers’! As Nathan 
explains, “after deciding Charlie was perfect for the role, I found out that he had been a 
contestant on “The Glee Project”, a TV show focused on finding a new actor for the hit Fox 
show “Glee”! Not to let a good opportunity slide, Charlie quickly became a core part of the 
music team, adding his own twist to bring the music alive through his guitar playing and 
vocals.” The team always knew that the impact of the film would be to a great extent based 
on the power of the worship scenes, and with Charlie’s help, the music all came together to 
deliver the required punch. 
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THE FILMMAKERS 
 

Nathan Deming | Co-Writer, Director, Producer  
 
Nathan Deming is a Los Angeles-based filmmaker from Wisconsin. He studied filmmaking at 
the London Film School, where he made several shorts that were featured in the London 
Short Film Festival, the Edinburgh Film Festival, and Premiers Plans d'Angers. Nathan is 
developing a number of feature film projects. SPEAKING IN TONGUES is his first feature 
film. 
 

Lawrie Doran | Co-Writer, Producer  
 
Raised in Manchester, Lawrie studied Literature at Oxford University, graduating First Class. 
He also completed an MA in Screenwriting at the London Film School. Beyond his own 
filmmaking, Lawrie has worked broadly as a script consultant, script editor, movie market 
researcher and copywriter. His films have played internationally at festivals including Palm 
Springs and Rhode Island, and his most recent short “The Prevailing Winds” premiered at 
the 60th BFI London Film Festival. Lawrie is an Alumnus of the Edinburgh Film Festival 
Talent Lab, Film London’s London Calling scheme, and winner of the IdeasTap Short Film 
Fund. His work has been supported by Creative Skillset. He is currently based in London, 
developing several feature and TV projects. 
 

Harry Cherniak | Producer  
 
Harry Cherniak is a Toronto and LA-based producer. He recently produced “Astronaut” 
(Oscar winner Richard Dreyfus and nominee Graham Greene), and associate produced 
“Stockholm” (Ethan Hawke, Noomi Rapace, Mark Strong), “The Padre” (Tim Roth, Nick 
Nolte, Luis Guzman) and “Benjamin” (Bob Saget, Rob Corddry, Kevin Pollack). Harry’s first 
feature, “Wexford Plaza”, played Torino and Slamdance, and was one of only three films 
nominated by the Toronto Film Critics Association for the $100,000 Best Canadian Film 
Prize. 
 
He is also a feature film programmer for the Slamdance Film Festival, on the board of 
directors of the Inside Out LGBT Film Festival, teaches medicine in film at USC Medical 
School, and is the founder of United in Film, an NGO that provides film infrastructure, training 
and mentorship in Uganda.  
 
Harry practiced corporate law for four years at Torys LLP, and holds a J.D. (Toronto), an 
MSc with Distinction (London School of Economics), and a BA in Honours Business 
Administration with Distinction. 
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CAST 
(in order of appearance)  

 
Jake - Scott Hennelly 

Stage Manager - Debbie Brown 
Volunteer - Ryan Lidell 

Pastor - Thomas Frankman 
Volunteer - Christa Gerber 

Band - Kyle Culver, Matt Hasonmucke, Nick Anderson, Galen Keily 
Church Interns - Jason Lecheler, Matthew Bruett 

Roommate - Joey Bednarski 
Teacher - Dr. Nicole Schultz 
Dorm guy - Stephen Deming 

Eli - Tyler Esselman 
Dad - Peter Nerad 

Drew - Sedra 
Phil - William Walton 
Brad - William French 

Mike 1 - Clayton Backes 
Mike 2 - Drew Kutnick 

Sparks - Charlie Lubeck 
Sarah - Kelsey Risher 

Waitress - Erica Deming 
Jennifer - Megan Caton 

Gary - KC Matthews 
Church Members - Lawrence Gallagos, Colleen Mooney, Doug Schuetz,                     

Gina Phillips, Noa Sillin, Rhys Reid 
Aunt Carol - Barbara Baker-Malangoni 

Uncle Max - Keith Kelly 
Clara - Audrey Gladson 

Girl in Cafe - Laura Mulcahy 
Girlfriend - Kathleen Kinlin 

Abigail - Miracle Plates 
Sarah - Sarah Catalan 

Teacher - Kathryn Berghoff 
Church Preview Visitors - Sam Sweis, Nathan Hennenfent, Alyssa Stratton 

Dan Fogelman - Pete Schwaba 
 

CREW 
 

Directed by Nathan Deming 
Written by Lawrie Doran and Nathan Deming 

Produced by Harry Cherniak, Lawrie Doran, and Nathan Deming 
Director of Photography Mark Khalife 

Production Design Alyssa Stratton 
Edited by Astrid Carlen-Helmer and Nathan Deming 

Original Score by Andrea Boccadoro 
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1st Assistant Director - Nathan Hennenfent, Francis Foster-Bolton, Peter Lyngso 
Production Assistant - Hayley Mellsih, Erica Deming, Laura Mulcahy, Lauren Hennelly, 

Tina Djenge 
 

1st Assistant Camera - Astrid Carlen-Helmer, Clayton Backes 
2nd Assistant Camera - Aditya Kuma, Jesse Johnson 

 
Sound Recordist - Mitch Werber, Ian Irwin, Tyler Hummel, Dom Manzo, Addison Baena, 

Kris Franzen, Jason Lee, Philip Deming 
 

Sound Editor - Pascal Plante 
Re-Recording Mixer - Jason Neumann 

Mixed at Periscope Post & Audio 
ADR Recording Facility - Noise Floor Studios 

ADR Recordist - A.J. Olstad 
ADR Facility Manager - Katie Waters 

Score recorded at Total Refreshment Centre Studio, London 
Drums - Daniele Sergio 

Guitars - Dimitrios Ntontis 
Engineered by Kristian Craig Robinson 

Mixed by Robert Begini 
 

CTA Coordinator - Joyce Shaw 
CTA Director - William Reilly 

 
 

 


